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Finnish capital Helsinki hosted 78th
IFLA General Conference and Assembly,
held in the period 11-17. August. The main
theme was: ,,Libraries Now! - Inspiring,
Surprising, Empowering®“. Congress venue
was placed opposite to Helsinki City Li-
brary main building in part of town called
Passila, some 20 minutes away by tram
from the city center. It is easy to go from
Congress center to library because there is
a pedestrian passage. This was unique op-
portunity to witness Finnish public librari-
anship at work, apart from the congress
presentation. Naturally, all of the other
Finnish libraries were at disposal to con-
gress participants including new Helsinki
University Library main building, although
its grand opening for the public was sched-
uled for September.
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Congress was divided into five tracks:
Open access and digital resources; Poli-
cy, strategy and advocacy; Users-driven
access and services; Tools and techniques
and Ideas, innovations, anticipating the
new. Every track had multiple sessions
during each day of congress.

Librarians’s expedition from Serbia
counted eleven members: Dejan Ristic,
acting director of National Library of
Serbia, Ivana Nikoli¢, Head of selec-
tive acquisition department in NLS, PhD
Tatjana Subotin Golubovi¢, Head of ar-
cheography department in NLS, Tanja
Tasi¢, cataloging librarian in Mono-
graph’s department in NLS, Jasmina
Ninkov, Belgrade City Library director
and Serbian Library Association presi-
dent, Mirko Markovi¢, BCL director’s ad-
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viser for programs and projects, Predrag Pukic,
BCL assitant director, Vesna Crnkovié¢, director
of Public library ,,Radisav Nikcevi¢* Jagodina,
Nebojsa Vasi¢, director of Public library ,,Stevan
Sremac* NiS, Beba Stankovi¢, director of Public
library ,,Ilija M. Petrovi¢* Pozarevac and Vesna
Crnogorac, Serbian Library Association secre-
tary.

In past decade Serbian libraries have regu-
larly participated as Poster session exhibitors,
which always attracts great attention. This year,
Serbian presenters were: Belgrade City Library
and the American Embassy in Belgrade with
poster ,,Untold stories*; Jasmina Ninkov and
Vesna Crnogorac with Serbian Library Associa-
tion poster ,,Public libraries as a force for trans-
parency” and Beba Stankovi¢ who presented
project ,,Let’s understand each other*.

Vesna Crnkovi¢ had very well received ex-
posé ,,Agricultural rural libraries in Serbia in the
era of Information Technology* under session
205 ,,Social networking for agricultural research,
education, and extension service: an internation-
al perspective*.

Congress exhibition is the following part of each
IFLA congress presenting up to date state of the art
different range of products for libraries. There were
database publishers, IT equipment dealers, soft-
ware developers, library associations and organiza-
tions, as well as always attractive library furniture
companies. From this year’s offer automatic dust
cleaning machine for books could be pointed out.

Finnish hosts did they best to organize con-
gress in the best possible way with punctual time
frame and great conditions, as well as free pub-
lic transportation pass for unlimited use during
conference days which made city circulation
very easy for all congress participants. Despite
weather forecast, weather conditions were ex-
tremely pleasant, sunny with temperatures over
20°C which was quite unusual for Scandinavia,
even in August. This all was added-value for
great Helsinki impressions.
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