Foreword

This special issue of the journal Infotheca, published jointly by the University Library “Svetozar Marković,” the Faculty of Philology of the University of Belgrade, and the Serbian Academic Library Association, marks a significant milestone: the centennial of the University Library “Svetozar Marković” — an institution that has served for a full century as one of the foremost pillars of academic, scientific, and cultural life in Serbia. Over the course of the past decades, the Library has evolved in step with developments in higher education, science, and librarianship, while steadfastly maintaining its core mission to provide reliable support to researchers, educators, students, and the broader academic community.
This thematic issue brings together papers that examine the Library’s activities and contemporary directions of development from a range of scholarly perspectives. The issue comprises three research articles, six professional papers, and two reviews; the common thread running through all contributions is a commitment to capturing the richness and multidimensional character of an institution that has shaped and accompanied the development of academic librarianship in Serbia over the course of a century.
The authors of the papers address diverse aspects of the Library’s work — from its analog and digital collections and services, to its educational and publishing activities, to questions of preserving and interpreting institutional heritage in the digital environment, with particular attention to textual corpora of Serbian literature and research in digital humanities within the framework of distant reading.
Special attention is devoted to the journal Infotheca itself: its history, development, and role in professional and scholarly communication in the field of librarianship and information sciences, as well as to a textometric and comparative analysis of the journal’s bilingual corpus, which in an innovative manner demonstrates the potential of contemporary methodological approaches in the study of specialized and academic communication. Such papers affirm the journal’s openness to interdisciplinary research and modern digital methods, as well as the Library’s sustained commitment to bridging tradition and innovation. In this sense, the present issue constitutes not merely a retrospective, but also a consideration of future directions in the development of libraries and scholarly journals in today’s information society. 
By publishing this special issue, the editorial board of the journal Infotheca and the University Library “Svetozar Marković” wish to mark this significant anniversary as a stimulus for new research, professional collaboration, and the continued advancement of library and information activities. We believe that the papers assembled in this issue will deepen understanding of the role of academic libraries in contemporary society and encourage new reflections on their place in the future of science, education, and culture.
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