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Congress, 69th IFLA General Conference and Council
which took place in Berlin 1-9 August 2003 was attended by
4,500 participants from 131 countries. Congress moto "Acces
Point Library: Media -Information - Culture" was symbolized
with stylized Brandenburg gate, reminding on the role of all
kind of libraries as gates leading to information, knowledge
and culture. There were 486 speakers, 159 exhibitors on more

than 2,500 m2, 234 meetings, 35 workshops, 78 posters and
191 lectures (160 in English, 15 in German, 13 in French, 8 in
Spanish and 1 in Russian language). The most of librarians
were from Germany - 972, than from USA - 495, Great Britain
- 227, Holland - 170, China - 151, France - 148 and from Serbia
there were 18 participants. 

Main subjects were influence of media, especially elec-
tronic, on our profession, challenges in building strategic asso-
ciations to fulf ill the users information needs, emphasizing the
change of paradygma in knowledge management and neces-
sity for protection of cultural values in the changing world. The
subject that is accepted as the most important for the future
on the suggestion of the new president of IFLA, Mrs. Kay
Raseroka from Bocuana is "Libraries for life-long literacy". 

The conference addopted three changes of statute and a
few resolutions. Resolution about World Summit for
Information Society is related to the efforts IFLA is making for
libraries to be represented on that summit and its documents,
with the request that all library associations and institutions
urgue for libraries to be percepted as global public good, that
their of ficial government representatives speak about the gap
between information rich and information poor and promote
library programs for user education in libraries and eliminate
payment for basic library services, help in development of
local electronic information and provide access to internet.  

The next resolution was relating the necessity to respect
Article 19 of the Universal declaration of human rights and to
fight against legal acts as is "Patriot act" in USA which endan-
gers the privacy of library users. 

Next resolutiom was concerning libraries in Iraque and the
necessity that all countries ratify the UNESCO Hague
Convention 1954 about protection of cultural goods in cases
of wars, help the renewal of libraries in Iraque and work on
prohibition of trade with illegaly acquired cultural goods. 

Next resolution was about information needs of women
from the aspect of IFLA-s priorities in promotion of literacy,
reading, life-long learning and unrestricted access to informa-
tion. 

The library, port of access. 
German library association published on English and

German language a book "Gates to the past and future -
libraries in Germany", which shows the history of libraries and
the vision of libraries in year 2015. A brand-new pan-German
online research portal was promoted on the Congress, which
was solemny christened "Vascoda" in the honor of the explor-
er of new world Vasco da Gama. During the congress all
libraries in Berlin opened their gates for the congress partici-
pants. 

The results of a research were published, showing that
48% of library associations support f iltering the acces to inter-
net for users in the libraries. 35% of those associations
believe that it is necessary to protect children, 29% that the
public morality, national culture or religious values should be

Svetskom kongresu bibliotekarstva i informatike,
odnosno 69. Konferenciji Internacionalne federacije
bibliote~kih asocijacija odr`anom u Berlinu od 1. do 9.
avgusta 2003. prisustvovalo je preko 4.500 u~esnika iz 131
zemqe. Temu kongresa " Biblioteka kao mesto pristupa
medijima, informaciji i kulturi", odnosno biblioteka kao
portal, simbolizovala je stilizovana Brandenbur{ka
kapija, podse}aju}i na ulogu biblioteka svih vrsta kao kapi-
ja koje vode do informacija, znawa i kulture.  Bilo je 486

govornika, 159 izlaga~a na preko 2.500 m2, 234 sastanka, 35
radionica, 78 postera, 191 izlo`enih radova (160 na
engleskom, 15 na nema~kom, 13 na francuskom, 8 na {pan-
skom i 1 na ruskom jeziku). Najvi{e je bilo prisutnih bib-
liotekara iz Nema~ke - 972, zatim SAD - 495, Velike
Britanije - 227, Holandije - 170, Kine - 151, Francuske - 148,
a iz Srbije je prisustvovalo 18 u~esnika. 

Glavne teme su bile uticaj medija, posebno elektron-
skih, na na{u profesiju, izazovi u izgradwi strate{kih
saveza kako bi se zadovoqile informacione potrebe
korisnika, sa naglaskom na promeni paradigme u
upravqawu znawem i potrebi za{tite kulturnih vrednosti
u svetu koji se mewa. Tema koja je usvojena kao najva`nija za
budu}nost na predlog nove predsednice Kay Raseroka iz
Bocuane je "Biblioteke za do`ivotnu pismenost".

Usvojene su tri izmene statuta i vi{e rezolucija.
Rezolucija o Svetskom samitu za informati~ko dru{tvo se
odnosi na napore koje IFLA ula`e da biblioteke budu adek-
vatno predstavqene na tom samitu i u wegovim dokumenti-
ma, sa zahtevom da sve bibliotekarske asocijacije i insti-
tucije urgiraju da biblioteke budu shva}ene kao globalno
javno dobro. Zahtevano je da predstavnici vlada na samitu
govore o jazu izme|u  informaciono bogatih i informa-
ciono siroma{nih, promovi{u bibliote~ke programe za
obrazovawe korisnika u bibliotekama, elimini{u
napla}ivawe osnovnih bibliote~kih usluga, pomognu u
razvoju lokalnih elektronskih informacija i obezbede
pristup internetu.

Druga rezolucija se odnosila na potrebu da se po{tuje
~lan 19. Univerzalne deklaracije o qudskim pravima i da
se bibliote~ke asocijacije bore protiv zakonskih propisa
kao {to je "Patriot Act" u SAD koji ugro`ava privatnost
korisnika biblioteka. 

Tre}a rezolucija se odnosila na biblioteke u Iraku i
potrebu da sve zemqe ratifikuju UNESCO-vu  Ha{ku kon-
venciju 1954. o za{titi kulturnih dobara u slu~aju oru`anog
sukoba, pomognu obnovu Ira~kih biblioteka i anga`uju se na
spre~avawu trgovine ilegalno nabavqenim kulturnim
dobrima. ^etvrta rezolucija se odnosila na informacione
potrebe `ena sa aspekta prioriteta IFLA-e u promovisawu
pismenosti, ~itawa, do`ivotnog u~ewa i neograni~enog
pristupa informacijama.  

Nema~ko bibliotekarsko dru{tvo objavilo je pub-
likaciju na engleskom i nema~kom jeziku “Kapije do
pro{losti i budu}nosti - biblioteke u Nema~koj “, koja
prikazuje istoriju biblioteka u Nema~koj i viziju bibliote-
ka u 2015. godini. Na kongresu je promovisan i op{tenema~ki
olnajn istra`iva~ki portal koji je sve~ano kr{ten
"Vascoda" po istra`iva~u novog sveta Vasku da Gama. Tokom
kongresa sve biblioteke u Berlinu otvorile su svoja vrata
za u~esnike kogresa.
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Objavqeni su rezultati istra`ivawa da 48% bib-
liote~kih asocijacija podr`ava postavqawe filtera na
pristup korisnika internetu u bibliotekama. Od toga 35
asocijacija smatra da treba za{titi decu, 29 da treba
za{titi javni moral, nacionalnu kulturu ili verske vred-
nosti a 15 smatra da treba koristiti filtere kako bi se
spre~ile kriminalne aktivnosti i pove}ala nacionalna
sigurnost. Stav predsedni{tva IFLA-e je da uloga bib-
liotekara nije da kontroli{e dostup do informacija ve}
da ga omogu}i, ali na`alost samo 52% asocijacija se sa
time apslutno sla`e.

Izve{taj @an-Mari Arnoa, francuskog glavnog inspek-
tora biblioteka, koji je kao deo tima UNESCO-a bio u Iraku,
dao je jasnu sliku nanetih {teta. On je obavestio slu{aoce
da je najva`nija zbirka rukopisa sa~uvana u bunkeru u
Bagdadu. Me|utim u neredima su vandali spalili 500.000
kwiga i uni{tili police, a mnoge privatne biblioteke su
pokradene i dragocene kwige se pojavquju na crnom
tr`i{tu. U neredima su uni{tene i mnoge javne biblioteke
i arhivi. 

Sekretar IFLA-e podneo je i izve{taj o uticaju koji je na
biblioteke imao teroristi~ki napad na Wujork 11. septem-
bra. On je potsetio bibliotekare da je kroz celu istoriju
postojala napetost izme|u biblioteka i ideje otvorenog
pristupa i politike. Samo u 2003. godini navr{ilo se 70
godina od nacisti~kog paqewa kwiga u Berlinu, 50 godina
od po~etka Makartijeve ere u SAD i 50 godina od brutalnog
gu{ewa radni~kih nemira u Isto~nom Berlinu. Spaqivawe
kwiga u nacisti~koj Nema~koj bio je znak gubitka intelektu-
alnih sloboda. Za vreme makartizma bibliotekari u SAD
sklawali su kwige koje opisuju socijalizam, pla{e}i se da
ne do|u na crne liste simpatizera komunizma. 

Jedna od prvih reakcija posle 11. septembra bio je
zahtev za kontrolu informacija. Svet se nije promenio
posle tog datuma, ali smo postali svesniji snage onih koji
`ele da ne{to urade bez ikakvog obzira prema drugim
qudima. Ali veoma zabriwavaju}a ~iwenica je usvajawe
tzv. "Patriot act"-a koji daje pravo dr`avi da kontroli{e sve
u poku{aju da spre~i ponavqawe ovakvih napada. Posebno
zabriwavaju poku{aji da se sli~ni zakonski tekstovi
nametnu i drugim dr`avama. Primetno je zadr`avawe
podataka o kori{}ewu internet servisa, koje provajderi
moraju dati vlastima na uvid ako im se tra`e, nadgledawe
online saobra}aja {to je adekvatno prislu{kivawu i
ponovno vrednovawe informacionih resursa, sa
uklawawem sadr`aja koji se mogu odnositi na nacionalnu
sigurnost. 

Ovakvi postupci mogu dovesti do opasnog ugro`avawa
sloboda, posebno ako se primewuju u zemqama bez
demokratske tradicije. Biblioteke su podlo`ne nacional-
nim zakonima, ali moraju da reaguju kada je intelektualna
sloboda wihovih korisnika ugro`ena. Nova predsednica
IFLA-e Kay Raseroka, rekla je da je posebno zabrinuta jer
demokratija koja se tek ra|a u zemqama u razvoju je pod uti-
cajem vode}ih zemaqa sveta, a upravo one uklawaju najbit-
nije ideale demokratije.  Wu to pla{i jer to mo`e biti sig-
nal zemqama u razvoju za povratak u prethodno stawe dik-
tatura. Ruski delegat je posebno insistirao da se IFLA i
ALA anga`uju u otporu "Patriot act"-u, kako se on ne bi
pro{irio po svetu.  

Dr Stela Filipi-Matutinovi}
Univerzitetska biblioteka
"Svetozar Markovi}"

protected and 15% believe that the filters should be used to
prevent criminal activities and increase national security. 

The position of the chair of IFLA is that the role of libraries
is not to control but to provide the access to information, but
unfortunately only 52% of associations absolutely agree with
that. 

Report by Jean-Marie Arnoult, France's Inspector General
of Libraries and recently part of the UNESCO Expert Mission
to Iraq gave a clear picture of damages. He informed the par-
ticipants that the most important collection of manuscripts is
saved in a bunker in Bagdad. But in chashes vandals burned
500,000 books and destroyed the shelves and many private
libraries were looted and precious books are appearing on the
black market. Many public libraries and archives were
destroyed in chashes. 

Secretary general of IFLA gave the report about the influ-
ence of terroristic atac on New York on September 11th. He
reminded librarians that through whole history existed the ten-
sion between libraries and the idea of open access and poli-
tics. Only in year 2003 there is 70 years from the nazistic
burning of books in Berlin, 50 years from  the beginning of
McArty-s era in USA and 50 years of brutal stopping of work-
ers demonstrations in the East Berlin. Burning of books in
Nazi Germany was the sign of loosing intellectual freedoms.
During the McCarthy era librarians in USA moved away the
books describing socialism, beeing affraid not to get on black
list of suspected communist sympathizers. 

One of the first reactions after September 11th was the
claim for information control. The world has not changed as a
result of September 11th," Byrne asserted. " but we became
more concious of the power of those who want to do some-
thing without any concern about other people and for the
power of governments, and for the changing global balance. 

But a very worring fact is the addoption of the "Patriot act"
which gives the state rights to control all in the attempt to pre-
vent such attacs to happen again. It is especially worring that
there are attempts to impose similar law regulations in other
countires. It is possible to notice the data retention Internet-
use records, which providers must give to the authorities if they
ask for it, surveillance of online traffic, what is similar to wire-
taping, and new evaluation of information resources with the
removal of the contents that could relate to national security. 

This kind of actions can get to the dangerous endangering
of freedoms, especially if applied in the states with no demo-
cratic tradition. Libraries have always been bound by national
laws, but they must react when the intellectual freedom of
their users is endangered. IFLA-s  new president Kay
Raseroka said that she is especially concerned because the
democracy which is only emerging in the developing countries
is under the influence of the leading countries of the world,
and they are removing the most essential ideas of democracy.
She is afraid that it can be a signal to developing countries to
return to the previous stage of dictatorship. Russian delegate
urged IFLA and ALA to engage themselves it the resistance to
"Patriot act", to prevent its dispersal through the world. 

Stela Filipi-Matutinovic
University library "Svetozar Markovic"


